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everywhere sought against the arbitrary action of the agents of the Central Government. The Representatives of the People posed as the avengers of wrong, the defenders of liberty and justice. Those were the halcyon Republican days when the Deputy was popular and respected. But the "Representatives of the People" contracted a dangerous habit. They fancied themselves, almost by virtue of the Constitution, to be the indispensable intermediaries between the Administration and the Public. They had attacked Administrative oppression. They have now merely substituted themselves for the Administration, and they have become in turn the oppressor.
Authority, Constitutional Order, can therefore be restored in France solely by the re-establishment of the principle of Separation of Powers.
This implies, first and above all, emancipation of the Government from the despotism of the Chamber of Deputies. But that ideal is to be achieved only through the creation of real Parliamentary Government by means *of the party system, a condition itself unattainable without a reform of that Electoral Law which has produced in France a tyrannical boss-system.1
The ^establishment of the principle of the Separation of Powers, and consequentlyjthe restoration of Authority, implies, furthermore, certain forms of decentralization, at all events of deconcentration, among which perhaps the most urgent is the establishment of an independent Magistracy, a Judicial authority unshackled by the Executive power, and beyond the reach of Legislative influence. As things now are in France, there is no power on French soil capable of
1 " The Chamber treats the ministers as if they were still the agents and the appointees of a monarch, instead of its own representatives, and is jealous and suspicious of them at every turn. The system no doubt waits for its successful operation the formation of two coherent national parties, capable of organizing for government, instead of merely for rivalry." Dr. Woodrow Wilson, The State,